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T-GDi – turbocharging and direct injection

The 1.6-litre Gamma engine was the first turbocharged 
petrol unit to be offered by Kia in the UK. It is based on 
the normally aspirated version of the direct-injection 
Gamma engine, but the addition of an exhaust-driven 
turbocharger raises its power output by 51 per cent and 
the amount of torque it develops by 61 per cent for truly 
scintillating performance.

The T-GDi (Turbocharged Gasoline Direct injection) 
engine develops 201bhp at 6,000rpm, but what really 
gives the GT its instantaneous response and rapid 
acceleration is the 265Nm of torque available without 
interruption, now from only 1,500rpm to 4,500rpm. 
Previously, peak torque started at 1,750rpm. Kia’s GT 
models accelerate from 37 to 60mph in fourth gear in 
only 5.4 seconds and from 50 to 75mph in fifth gear in 
7.3 seconds – indicators of the supreme flexibility and 
immediacy of the T-GDi engine. 

Performance benefits from the integration of the twin-
scroll turbocharger into the exhaust manifold, a design 
which improves responsiveness and eliminates the 
‘turbo lag’ between the driver pressing the accelerator 
and the turbocharger building up boost pressure, while 
simultaneously improving gas flow and reducing heat 
losses for maximum efficiency. 

The GTs may be first and foremost performance 
cars, but they also contribute towards Kia’s goal of 
improving fuel efficiency and exhaust emissions thanks 
to the combination of small engine capacity, direct 
fuel injection and exhaust-driven turbocharging. The 
combined fuel consumption of both GT models with 
the EU6 engine is 38.2mpg, while CO2 emissions are 
fractionally reduced to 170g/km.

The engine drives through a slick-shifting six-speed 
manual transmission featuring performance-oriented 
ratios and final drive to allow the GT to make the most of 
its torque with minimal fuel consumption.

KIA Pro_ceed GT

Kia’s GT twins, the three-
door pro_cee’d GT and 
five-door cee’d GT, benefit 

from a package of styling, trim 
and specification upgrades for 
2016, enhancing their status as the 
most exciting, most sporty models 
in the company’s history. They 
combine sparkling performance 
with premium-class sporty looks, 
adding further impetus to the 
design-led revolution which Kia 
has been pursuing.

Both continue to be powered by a 
turbocharged version of the Gamma 
1.6-litre direct-injection petrol engine, 
which now satisfies EU6 emissions 
standards. Driving through a six-speed 
manual gearbox with an ideal spread of 
ratios, it delivers scintillating off-the-line 
performance, with 0-60mph achievable 
in 7.3 seconds on the way to a top 
speed of 143mph. At the same time the 
pro_cee’d GT and cee’d GT are efficient 
everyday cars, with the emphasis on 
usability and civility in all conditions 
rather than raw track-day performance.

REVIEW: 

KIA Pro_ceed GT
Sports-tuned suspension and steering 
and powerful all-disc brakes, now 
uprated from 16 inches to 17 inches at 
the front, ensure they are more than 
capable of handling the impressive 
power and torque outputs of 201bhp 
and 265Nm. Both feature stylish 
new 18-inch alloy wheels shod with 
225/40ZR18 Michelin Sport tyres. The 
increased size of the front brake discs 
shortens the 62-0mph stopping distance 
from 36.4 metres to 35.2 metres.

The new GT models have an 
electronic sound generator which 
delivers an even more distinctive and 
exciting engine note into the cabin. 
When activated via a ‘GT’ button on 
the steering wheel, the traditional 
analogue speedometer changes to a 
digital numerical display and shows 
torque and turbo gauges. The steering 
wheel itself has a new D-shaped rim 
– a first for Kia – and is trimmed in 
leather with perforated grips and red 
stitching. A new aluminium engine 
start/stop button is part of the Smart 
Entry System, complementing the 

new chrome-tipped window switches 
and air-vent surrounds which lend the 
interior an even classier appearance.

Equipment upgrades include the 
addition of an MP3-compatible DAB 
radio as part of the six-speaker audio 
system. There are now illuminated 
USB and AUX ports, while the CD 
player has been deleted due to the 
preference among buyers for digital 
music streaming. The GT models also 
have a new 7-inch satellite navigation 
screen with Kia Connected Services 
featuring TomTom® Connected 
services. This uprated system includes 
European mapping and a Traffic 
Messaging Channel, and permits UK 
postcode entries. It allows drivers to 
choose the fastest, shortest or most 
fuel-efficient route to their destination 
and supports 15 languages. TomTom® 
functionality is another first for Kia, 
and supplies additional driving 
information such as traffic updates, 
speed camera locations and weather 
reports. The 7-inch screen is also 
linked to a colour reversing camera.

REVIEW

18” Alloy Wheels with Graphite Finish

Recaro® Front Seats & Part Leather / Part 
Dinamica® Microfiber Upholstery

Dual Exhaust

Ice Cube LED Daytime Running Lights

Electrically Folding, Adjustable & Heated Door 
Mirrors with LED Indicators & Kerbside Lights

Speed & Multifunction LCD Full Colour Display 
with GT Performance Mode

Bluetooth® with Voice Recognition & Music 
Streaming 

Reversing Sensors

KEY FEATURES
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One unique high specification for both models 

As one of the flagship models of the cee’d and pro_cee’d 
ranges, the GT models are offered in an extremely high 
specification. Their exteriors benefit from a number of unique 
styling touches, including the front bumper designs, side sill 
mouldings, dual exhausts and 18-inch alloy wheels with red 
brake calipers and 225/40ZR Michelin Sport tyres.

On the inside there are Recaro seats, finished in leather 
and suede, with power lumbar adjustment. Red stitching 
is applied to the D-shaped leather steering wheel with 
perforated grips and the gear knob, and there is black 
headlining and high-gloss black trim garnish.

For driver comfort and convenience there is dual air 
conditioning with an ioniser, cruise control with a speed 
limiter, xenon automatic adaptive lights, rain-sensing wipers, 
the 7-inch navigation screen with Kia Connected Services 
featuring TomTom® and a reversing camera, reversing sensors, 
Bluetooth phone connectivity with music streaming, a six 

Dressed to thrill: GT gets a unique look inside and out

The already sporty and athletic lines of the pro_cee’d and 
cee’d have been layered withvisually exciting additions at the 
front, rear and sides for the GT versions. 

The unique front-end treatment, which is common to both 
models, introduces a low, broad bumper and air dam and 
a wide central lower air intake to supply additional cooling 
to the high-performance turbocharged engine. This is 
underscored by a red trim line which emphasises the wide 
and sporty track. The lower air intake is flanked on either side 
by high-gloss black inserts housing ‘ice-cube’ LED daytime 
running lamps and foglights. The high-gloss black theme 
is continued on the graphite chrome-framed main radiator 
grille – with Kia’s family ‘tiger-nose’ outline. The grille includes 
a smart ‘GT’ badge on the black high-gloss mesh.

From the rear, the sporty stance of both cars is evident in 
their bold shoulders and, on the pro_cee’d, steeply angled 
tailgate glass. This is emphasised by a diffuser section in the 
lower edge of the rear bumper, separating the twin sports 
exhaust outlets. The rear number plate is framed in high-
gloss black and straddled by a vertical reversing light and 
reflectors, while the combination lamp units are LEDs – in 
a new oval shape on the cee’d GT – which give a unique 
signature at night and when braking. There is a ‘GT’ badge on 
the tailgate.

The side profile is given even greater sense of purpose by 
new bold sill mouldings and the new 18-inch alloy wheels 
tightly encased by the bodywork. Red brake callipers front 
and rear are a clear sign of the performance credentials, while 
the premium quality of both cars is emphasised by a chrome 
strip running around the side windows, and the folding 
mirrors with LED indicator lights.

The performance-oriented exterior design is echoed inside 
the all-black five-seat cabin. The driver and front passenger 
are gripped by Recaro sports seats adorned with ‘GT’ and 
‘Recaro’ logos.  Power-adjustable lumbar support is fitted 
to both front seats. The upholstery is part leather and part 
suede, and there is red contrast stitching on the seats, 
steering wheel, gear shifter and door trims. The steering 
wheel also features an overstitched ‘GT’ logo, and there are 
stainless steel pedals with non-slip rubber inserts. High-gloss 
black features on the air vent surrounds, front console tray 
and door trims, adding a premium flourish which is echoed in 
the stainless steel kick plates on the door sills.

Kia’s familiar three-dial sporty instrument layout is enhanced 
by a TFT LCD multi-function high-definition display which 
allows the driver to switch between analogue-type or GT 
Performance digital information. The latter shows the car’s 
speed, engine torque, turbo boost pressure and engine 
coolant temperature as well as important trip information. It 
can display speed in miles per hour or kilometres per hour.
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speaker MP3-compatible DAB radio with iPod connectivity, 
a unique ‘GT’ TFT LCD dash display, electric windows, 
electrically operated and heated folding mirrors with puddle 
lights and privacy glass on the rear windows and tailgate. 
There are also heated front seats and a heated steering wheel, 
the Smart Entry system with an engine start/stop button and 
an automatic de-fog system.  

The comprehensive safety specification includes Electronic 
Stability Control (ESC) and Vehicle Stability Management 
(VSM), Hill-start Assist Control (HAC), anti-lock brakes (ABS) 
with Electronic Brake-force Distribution (EBD) and Brake 
Assist (BAS), six airbags with a cut-off switch for the front 
passenger’s seat, a seat-belt reminder warning, impact-
sensing door unlocking and ISOFIX child-seat mounting 
points.

Both GT models are available in four colours – solid Track 
Red plus metallic Fusion White, Phantom Black and the new 
Yellow Flame. They are made at the company’s Žilina plant in 
Slovakia and sold only in Europe.     

Warranty and servicing 

The GT models, like every Kia, come with a seven-year, 
100,000-mile transferable warranty. 

Routine servicing is needed only once a year or every 10,000 
miles. Care-3 and Care-3 Plus – Kia’s all-inclusive servicing 
packages for retail customers – are available and offer fixed-
cost and inflation-proof servicing for the first three or five 
years. All work is carried out by trained technicians using 
genuine Kia replacement parts and specified oils. 

Both packages cover the car, not the owner, so are 
transferable should the vehicle be sold.  If a vehicle with a 
Care-3 package is sold on then the next owner may upgrade 
to the five-year package.  The cost of the first MoT test fee can 
also be included.
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